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such as habitat loss, are capable of bringing 
some species close to extinction. 

Every two to three years, the parties of 
CITES meet at the Conference of the Parties 
to review the status of species in danger of 
extinction and establish trade restrictions. The 
16th meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
was held in March 2013. Several proposals 
were submitted during the summit, some of 
them ensuring better protections for endan-
gered species, others trying to downlist spe-
cies and re-open trade. While proposals to up 
listing five valuable kinds of shark species 
were successfully adopted, proposals to es-
tablish stronger protections for the polar bear 
and other species were unfortunately rejected. 
I am saddened to see that economic interests 
have prevailed over species conservation, 
risking to bring species close to extinction. 
This is unacceptable. 

My resolution will recognize the important 
contributions the Convention has made in reg-
ulating international trade in endangered spe-
cies and protecting endangered species world-
wide. It will also applaud the Convention’s 
leadership in protecting the African elephants, 
five sharks and other endangered species. 
Lastly, the resolution will urge all parties to the 
Convention to collaborate effectively to curb 
excessive exploitation of species for inter-
national trade and to adopt stronger protec-
tions for several endangered species at the 
17th meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
in South Africa in 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States has a moral 
obligation to protect endangered species and 
their natural habitat. Wild animals are a very 
important part of our commonly held natural 
resources and contribute to the diversity and 
stability of our environment. We must continue 
to maintain a balanced and healthy ecosystem 
that allows for the coexistence of both human 
beings and the world’s most incredible spe-
cies. It is essential to work with the inter-
national community to ensure the survival of 
these species. I believe that the stakes are too 
high to let national interests and differences 
hinder the future of our planet. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in protecting 
wildlife and promoting environmental con-
servation across the globe by supporting this 
important resolution. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN C. CARNEY, JR. 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 17, 2013 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 
147—‘‘yes’’, 148—‘‘yes’’, 149—‘‘yes.’’ 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 
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HONORING THE GILMAN BROTH-
ERS COMPANY ON RECEIVING 
THE PRESIDENT’S ‘‘E’’ AWARD 
FOR ACHIEVING SIGNIFICANT 
EXPORT SUCCESSES 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 17, 2013 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Gilman family and the em-

ployees of the Gilman Brothers Company on 
receiving the President’s ‘‘E’’ Award for 
achieving significant export successes. 

The Gilman Brothers Company is based in 
Gilman, Connecticut and is one of North 
America’s leading manufacturers of foamboard 
products for signage, display, and graphics. 
Since its founding in 1897, the company has 
since been instrumental in developing and in-
troducing innovative products that fit the ever- 
changing needs of the visual industries. With 
over a century of rich history, the Gilman 
Brothers Company has been able to produce 
world-class and high quality products that are 
also environmentally friendly. Over the past 
few years, Gilman Brothers has won assist-
ance from the U.S. Export Import Bank to ex-
pand their export sales abroad. I was pleased 
to tour their factory in 2010, and later that year 
Gilman Brothers joined me on a Connecticut 
Trade Mission to Israel. Through the contacts 
the company made in Israel, Gilman Brothers 
has been able to increase significantly their 
exports to Israel and other Middle Eastern 
countries. 

The President’s ‘‘E’’ Award was created by 
Executive Order of the President on Decem-
ber 5, 1961 to recognize persons, firms, or or-
ganizations which contribute significantly in the 
effort to increase United States exports. As a 
recipient of this prestigious award, the Gilman 
Brothers Company has proven to be one of 
the top export leaders in the country. Deputy 
Secretary of Commerce Rebecca Blank will 
present Gilman Brothers with the ‘‘E’’ Award 
on May 20, 2013. 

The success of small and family-owned 
business like the Gilman Brothers Company in 
the international market demonstrates the dy-
namism of our nation’s economy. Small busi-
nesses are key to our economic recovery and 
the successes of companies like the Gilman 
Brothers help move our economy forward. The 
Gilman family and their employees are true 
assets to our region and our state, and I ask 
my colleagues to join me in commending the 
Gilman Brothers Company on receiving this 
well-deserved award. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. LARRY 
RIVERS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 17, 2013 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Dr. Larry E. Rivers, the 
eighth president of The Fort Valley State Uni-
versity in Fort Valley, Georgia, who will be 
leaving after seven years as President of the 
school. He will be honored at a farewell recep-
tion on Saturday, May 18, 2013, at the C.W. 
Pettigrew Center on the FVSU campus. 

Born in Sharon Hill, Pennsylvania, Dr. Riv-
ers is an alumnus of Fort Valley State College 
(now University) with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Social Science Education. He also 
earned a Master’s in History from Villanova 
University, a Doctor of Arts degree in History 
and Curriculum Development from Carnegie- 
Mellon University, and a Doctor of Philosophy 
in History degree from Goldsmith’s College of 
the University of London. 

Before he was the President of The Fort 
Valley State University, Dr. Rivers taught his-

tory at Florida A&M University for more than 
twenty years, ultimately achieving the rank of 
‘‘Distinguished University Professor,’’ one of 
only two on campus. He also held a number 
of administrative appointments and was se-
lected as Dean of the FAMU College of Arts 
and Sciences in 2002. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Rivers has revolutionized 
The Fort Valley State University in many ways 
during his seven-year tenure as President. In 
the beginning, he certainly had his work cut 
out for him because the school faced budg-
etary issues, decreasing student enrollment, 
aging facilities and low staff morale. Today, a 
dramatic change can be seen throughout the 
school, particularly in increased enrollment 
numbers and several new completed construc-
tion projects. 

Under Dr. Rivers’ leadership, The FVSU has 
launched several projects including the con-
struction of a $16.8 million Academic, Science 
and Classroom Building; a $9 million Wildcat 
Stadium; a $6 million Student Amenities Build-
ing; a new seven-building residential complex, 
a State Animal Facility for Emergencies 
(SAFE) Center, and several renovations to ex-
isting buildings. 

Georgia Trend magazine has highlighted Dr. 
Rivers’ strong leadership and The FVSU’s 
rapid growth by naming Dr. Rivers among the 
‘‘100 Most Influential Georgians’’ and The 
FVSU among the ‘‘Best Places to Work in 
Georgia’’ in 2008. The magazine also named 
Dr. Rivers as one of ‘‘Georgia’s Top 25 Lead-
ers’’ in September 2010. Ebony magazine has 
recognized Dr. Rivers as one of America’s no-
table black leaders as well. In addition, Dr. 
Rivers’ Slavery in Florida, Territorial Days to 
Emancipation, published in 2000, won three 
national awards. His subsequent publications 
have also received scholarly acclaim and hon-
ors. 

One of the many things I admire most about 
Dr. Rivers is his unfailing dedication to The 
Fort Valley State University. After graduating 
from the school in 1973, he came back years 
later to take on the difficult challenge of turn-
ing the school around. And what a difference 
he has made! Enrollment for the 2012–2013 
school year has almost doubled since he ar-
rived in 2006. Previously, The FVSU was 
unranked by the U.S. News Media group, but 
the University made the list of ‘‘America’s Best 
Black Colleges’’ four years in a row and was 
recognized by the 2013 U.S. News and World 
Report as the top public historically black col-
lege and university in Georgia. 

The city of Fort Valley has also felt the 
earthquake of change emanating from The 
FVSU campus. City officials are preparing for 
the growth of the town of 8,600 residents and 
existing infrastructure is expanding to accom-
modate new residents and businesses in large 
part because of The FVSU. 

Pr. Rivers has achieved many things in his 
life, but none of it would have been possible 
without the grace of God and his loving wife, 
the former Betty Hubbard, who has been an 
extraordinary engaging and dignified first lady 
to the University. Together, they reared two 
exceptional sons, Larry Omar and Linje Eu-
gene, who like their parents, are achievers in 
their own right. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying tribute to Dr. Larry E. Rivers for his 
seven outstanding years as President of The 
Fort Valley State University. His energizing 
leadership has helped to transform this school 
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for the better to provide students with state-of- 
the-art classrooms and facilities, a fulfilling col-
lege experience, and a quality education, and 
the tools with which to attain successful and 
productive lives. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION 
CALLING ON THE SYRIAN OPPO-
SITION COALITION TO OUTLINE 
PLAN FOR INCLUSION OF MI-
NORITIES 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 17, 2013 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, the horror un-
leashed by the regime of Bashar al Assad in 
Syria has caused tremendous suffering, dis-
placement and death. Tragically, this conflict 
may endure for months to come. Assad has 
lost legitimacy with his own people and with 
the world, but he retains the military capacity 
to keep fighting. The fact that he retains 
chemical weapons and, as the Administration 
has averred, may have already used them on 
the battlefield, raises new concerns about the 
toll this conflict may yet take. 

Mr. Speaker, we all are aware of the deli-
cate mix of religious and cultural diversity that 
exists in Syria. That harmony persisted even 
when sectarian conflict—fomented in part by 
Bashar al Assad and his father Hafez before 
him—overwhelmed Syria’s neighbors in Leb-
anon and Iraq. But in Syria, a delicate ethnic 
and religious balance held. 

Now, however, it is becoming increasingly 
clear that Assad believes his best hope lies in 
shattering that harmony. He hopes that the 
atrocities committed by the shabiha, para-
military gangs mostly drawn from Assad’s own 
Alawite community, will implicate all of Syria’s 
2.3 million Alawites and bind their future to 
his. 

This horrific strategy was recently employed 
on May 2 in the small, coastal village of 
Bayda. Assad’s soldiers, accompanied by ele-
ments of shabiha, entered the mainly Sunni 
town and slaughtered scores of men, women 
and children. 

By carrying out massacres like the one in 
Bayda, the regime hopes that Alawites, as 
well as other minorities seen as dependent on 
Assad’s protection, will be inexorably tied to 
the regime. He hopes that his genocidal ac-
tions will lead to calls for revenge and, ulti-
mately, to unbridled sectarian conflict. He will 
then claim to be the only power that can con-
trol the resulting chaos. This is the gamble of 
a desperate ruler, and we have to do what we 
can to frustrate his plan. In reality, those in 
Bashar al Assad’s inner circle know he is 
steadily losing the support of Syria’s people— 
including Alawites. We should encourage the 
opposition to accelerate that trend, and reach 
out to Syria’s people with a vision of unity, 
peace and citizenship for all. 

That is why I am introducing a resolution 
today calling on the Syrian Opposition Coali-
tion to publicly outline a detailed vision of in-
clusion for all of Syria’s people, including a 
guarantee that all Syrians—Alawites and oth-
ers, will participate as equals in any new Syr-
ian government. Such a statement, along with 
meaningful progress towards establishing insti-
tutions of transitional justice, will instill con-

fidence among Syria’s minorities, and help 
peel more Syrians away from the regime. 

This revolution started as a peaceful and in-
clusive movement calling for an end to the un-
democratic and corrupt system of government 
controlled by Assad. That is why many 
Alawites are already participating in the oppo-
sition. They can see a better future for Syria. 
We should encourage the opposition to make 
concrete that pluralistic, democratic vision. 
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INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION 
SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL ASIAN 
AND PACIFIC ISLANDER HIV/ 
AIDS AWARENESS DAY 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 17, 2013 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today I have 
reintroduced a resolution to honor the memory 
of 3,542 Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, 
and Pacific Islanders we have lost to AIDS, 
and to recognize the 9,317 whom are still liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS the United States. It sup-
ports the goals and ideals of National Asian 
and Pacific Islander HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day, its observance, and, draws attention to 
the stigma and disparities that hinder proper 
treatment and prevention within these commu-
nities. 

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders com-
prise more than 40 different ethnic subgroups, 
speaking more than 100 languages and dia-
lects. This resolution recognizes the impor-
tance of providing access to culturally- and 
linguistically- competent services, especially 
HIV testing. According to an analysis of data 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders were the only racial/ethnic groups 
with a statistically significant increase in new 
HIV diagnoses. The CDC estimates that 37 
percent of the HIV diagnoses among these 
communities progress to AIDS in less than 12 
months. Additionally, the CDC estimates that 1 
in 3 Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and 
Pacific Islanders living with HIV/AIDS are un-
aware they are infected. 

Yet, with increasing rates of infection, they 
continue to have the lowest rates of access to 
HIV-testing services. Although there are a 
number of factors that contribute to increasing 
rates of infections, stigma and discrimination 
associated with an HIV/AIDS has proved to be 
a leading factor in low testing rates and in-
creased risk-taking behaviors. 

The observance of National Asian and Pa-
cific Islander HIV/AIDS Awareness Day was 
established by the Banyan Tree Project, and 
began as a national campaign to raise aware-
ness of the impact of the HIV/AIDS-related 
stigma and how it contributes to lower testing 
rates and greater risk-taking behaviors. Addi-
tionally, the work continues with the Asian and 
Pacific Islander American Health Forum who 
have worked nationally for more than 20 
years, including in my home district of Guam, 
in helping to strengthen community-based or-
ganizations and programs responding to HIV/ 
AIDS among Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in addressing this need and advancing the 

larger cause of reducing HIV/AIDS-related 
stigmas and disparities in access to HIV pre-
vention, testing and treatment. I would like to 
thank my colleagues, Congressman BERA, 
Congresswoman CHRISTENSEN, Congress-
woman CHU, Congressman FALEOMAVAEGA, 
Congressman GRIJALVA, Congressman HIMES, 
Congresswoman LEE, Congressman 
LOWENTHAL, Congresswoman MCCOLLUM, 
Congressman SCOTT PETERS, Congressman 
PIERLUISI, Congressman RANGEL, Congress-
man SABLAN, Congressman ADAM SMITH, Con-
gresswoman SPEIER, and Congressman 
TAKANO, for their support as original co-spon-
sors of this resolution. 
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TRIBUTE TO HOWARD BROOKS 

HON. JON RUNYAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 17, 2013 

Mr. RUNYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a true American hero, Mr. Howard 
Brooks. Mr. Brooks is a constituent of New 
Jersey’s Third Congressional District, and I 
thank him for his courageous and dedicated 
service to our nation. 

Howard Brooks, born and raised in Eastern 
Tennessee, joined the Navy on September 3, 
1939, the very same day Hitler invaded Po-
land. Mr. Brooks was serving as a 3rd class 
electrician’s mate on the heavy cruiser USS 
Houston when it was sunk by a Japanese bat-
tle fleet in the Battle of Sunda Strait. 

After receiving orders to abandon ship, he 
spent three days in the water before his life 
raft washed ashore, where he and fellow sur-
vivors were captured by the Japanese. Mr. 
Brooks spent 31⁄2years as a prisoner of war, 
and was among those forced to build the 
Burma Railway. Of the 1,068 crewmen, he 
was among just 291 sailors who survived the 
sinking of the USS Houston and the years of 
brutal captivity that followed. 

After the war ended and Mr. Brooks re-
turned home, he graduated from the University 
of Rhode Island in 1952. He retired from his 
career as an electrical engineer in 1981. He 
has been married for over forty years, and has 
two sons. Just last year, on the 70th anniver-
sary of the sinking of the USS Houston, Mr. 
Brooks attended a memorial service in Sam 
Houston Park, Houston, Texas. 

At 93 years old, Mr. Howard Brooks con-
tinues to serve our nation by sharing his life’s 
story, and ensuring that this time in our coun-
try’s history is never forgotten. His valiant and 
courageous service to our country deserves 
our nation’s deepest gratitude. 

It is my honor to represent Mr. Howard 
Brooks in the House of Representatives. It is 
an even greater honor to have this opportunity 
to publicly thank him for his dedicated and 
courageous service to our nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 17, 2013 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained and missed rollcall No. 152 and No. 
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